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ABSTRACT
This study uses pooled data from the 2004-2007 National Election Survey to assess how the race, class, and ethclass perspectives account for middle-class Mexican Americans’ support for a fundamental dimension of crime control ideology, namely, whether crime should be eradicated along a continuum from conservative-punitive (capturing, trying and incarcerating criminals) to liberal-preventive (addressing the roots of criminality in bad schools, joblessness, poverty etc.) measures. Findings indicate that dynamics vary by immigrant status. Specifically, those raised in the U.S. adopt a “traditional minority” liberal iteration of the ethclass perspective: support is intermediate between the more conservative greater support for punitive measures) White middle class and the more liberal (greater support for preventive measures) Cuban working class. Further, privileged Mexicans not raised in the U.S. operate as a “traditional immigrant group”, adhering to race/class dynamics that are in accord with a conservative iteration of the race perspective: they lean more towards supporting preventive measures than Whites and this support is identical across class categories. The implications of the findings for shedding light on race/class dynamics among “new immigrant groups”, are discussed and suggestions for future research are offered.
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